
From the desk of Gabriele Wood 

E-mail: gabriele@savannahSA.com 
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2 October 2015 

 

Dear Stakeholder 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS 

EXPANSION OF THE EXISTING KOMSBERG MAIN TRANSMISSION SUBSTATION (MTS), NEAR 

SUTHERLAND, NORTHERN CAPE PROVINCE 

 

NOTIFICATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

 

 

Eskom Holdings SOC Ltd is proposing to expand the existing Komsberg Main Transmission 

Substation (MTS).  The expansion area (approximately 19.8ha), will fall within Portion 2 of 

the Farm Standvastigheid 210, property owned by Eskom, and is located next to and 

between the positions of the existing capacitor banks installation.  The existing 

infrastructure on site (e.g. capacitor banks) will form part of the proposed expanded 

substation footprint and some relocation of the existing infrastructure will take place.  The 

total footprint of the proposed expanded Komsberg MTS is likely to be approximately 440m 

x 450m. 

 

The proposed development entails the following: 

» Expansion of the Komsberg MTS to a total footprint of 19.8ha (440m x 450m); 

» Establishment of 400/132kV transformation and 132kV feeder bays for line 

connections;  

» Relocation of capacitor banks; and 

» The upgrading of the existing access road into the substation.  

 

The Komsberg MTS is located approximately 30km north of Matjiesfontein and 50km south 

of Sutherland within the Karoo Hoogland Local Municipality, Northern Cape Province.  The 

following property forms part of the application for the proposed expansion of the 

Komsberg MTS. 

 

BASIC ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

 

In terms of the EIA Regulations published in terms of Section 24(5) of the National 

Environmental Management Act (NEMA, Act No. 107 of 1998), Eskom requires 

environmental authorisation from the National Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA) 

in consultation with the Northern Cape Department of Environment and Nature 

Conservation (DENC) for the expansion of the Komsberg MTS.   



 

 

In terms of sections 24(5) of NEMA, the EIA Regulations, 2014 of GN R982, GN R983 and 

GN R985; a Basic Assessment is required to be undertaken for this proposed project.  The 

application will be registered with the National DEA and the reference number made known 

to stakeholders in due process. 

 

Savannah Environmental has been appointed as the independent environmental 

consultant to undertake the required Basic Assessment to identify and assess all the 

potential environmental impacts associated with the proposed project, and propose 

appropriate mitigation and management measures in an Environmental Management 

Programme (EMPr).  As part of these environmental studies, Interested and Affected 

(I&APs) will be actively involved through the public involvement process. 

 

The department and/or the organisation which you represent has been identified as a 

commenting authority for the proposed project.  In this regard, please can you provide 

us with the name and contact details of the relevant contact person at your 

department who we would liaise with regarding this project.  By registering on the 

project database, you will receive all information relating to the project and will be 

provided with an opportunity to provide comment and input into the Basic Assessment 

process. 

 

AVAILABILITY OF A BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORT FOR REVIEW  

 

In accordance with the EIA Regulations, a Basic Assessment will be available for review 

and comment by I&APs and stakeholders.  You will be informed of the review period which 

will occur in October 2015.  Comments can be made as written submission via fax, post or 

email.  

 

Please do not hesitate to contact us should you require additional information and/or 

clarification regarding the proposed project.   

 

Our team welcomes your participation and looks forward to your involvement throughout 

this process. 

 

Kind Regards 

 

MRS GABRIELE WOOD 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND SOCIAL CONSULTANT 

SAVANNAH ENVIRONMENTAL 

 

(not signed, sent via email) 
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From the desk of Gabriele Wood 

E-mail: gabriele@savannahSA.com 
_____________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 
2 October 2015 

 

Dear Stakeholder 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS 

EXPANSION OF THE EXISTING KOMSBERG MAIN TRANSMISSION SUBSTATION (MTS), NEAR 

SUTHERLAND, NORTHERN CAPE PROVINCE 

 

NOTIFICATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

 

 

Eskom Holdings SOC Ltd is proposing to expand the existing Komsberg Main Transmission 

Substation (MTS).  The expansion area (approximately 19.8ha), will fall within Portion 2 of 

the Farm Standvastigheid 210, property owned by Eskom, and is located next to and 

between the positions of the existing capacitor banks installation.  The existing 

infrastructure on site (e.g. capacitor banks) will form part of the proposed expanded 

substation footprint and some relocation of the existing infrastructure will take place.  The 

total footprint of the proposed expanded Komsberg MTS is likely to be approximately 440m 

x 450m. 

 

The proposed development entails the following: 

» Expansion of the Komsberg MTS to a total footprint of 19.8ha (440m x 450m); 

» Establishment of 400/132kV transformation and 132kV feeder bays for line 

connections;  

» Relocation of capacitor banks; and 

» The upgrading of the existing access road into the substation.  

 

The Komsberg MTS is located approximately 30km north of Matjiesfontein and 50km south 

of Sutherland within the Karoo Hoogland Local Municipality, Northern Cape Province.  The 

following property forms part of the application for the proposed expansion of the 

Komsberg MTS. 

 

 

BASIC ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

 

In terms of the EIA Regulations published in terms of Section 24(5) of the National 

Environmental Management Act (NEMA, Act No. 107 of 1998), Eskom requires 

environmental authorisation from the National Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA) 

in consultation with the Northern Cape Department of Environment and Nature 

Conservation (DENC) for the expansion of the Komsberg MTS.   

 



 

 

 

In terms of sections 24(5) of NEMA, the EIA Regulations, 2014 of GN R982, GN R983 and 

GN R985; a Basic Assessment is required to be undertaken for this proposed project.  The 

application will be registered with the National DEA and the reference number made known 

to stakeholders in due process. 

 

Savannah Environmental has been appointed as the independent environmental 

consultant to undertake the required Basic Assessment to identify and assess all the 

potential environmental impacts associated with the proposed project, and propose 

appropriate mitigation and management measures in an Environmental Management 

Programme (EMPr).  As part of these environmental studies, Interested and Affected 

(I&APs) will be actively involved through the public involvement process. 

 

You and/or the organisation which you represent have been identified as a directly affected 

or adjacent property owner that could be impacted by the proposed project.  The EIA 

Regulations require that written notice is given to the owner or person in control of the 

land as well as occupiers of the affected and adjacent properties, which could be impacted 

by the project, are informed of the environmental assessment process.  In this regard, 

please could you kindly inform any other persons (tenants, employees, farm managers and 

workers etc.) residing on your property of this Basic Assessment process.  Should you or 

any other occupier of your property have an interest in this project, please register 

yourselves as Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) and note your formal comments by 

sending written correspondence in this regard.  By registering on the project database, you 

will receive all information relating to the project and will be provided with an opportunity 

to provide comment and input into the Basic Assessment process. 

 

 

AVAILABILITY OF A BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORT FOR REVIEW  

 

In accordance with the EIA Regulations, a Basic Assessment will be available for review 

and comment by I&APs and stakeholders.  You will be informed of the review period which 

will occur in October 2015.  Comments can be made as written submission via fax, post or 

email.  

 

Please do not hesitate to contact us should you require additional information and/or 

clarification regarding the proposed project.   

 

Our team welcomes your participation and looks forward to your involvement throughout 

this process. 

 

Kind Regards 

 

MRS GABRIELE WOOD 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND SOCIAL CONSULTANT 

SAVANNAH ENVIRONMENTAL 

 

(not signed, sent via email) 
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From the desk of Gabriele Wood 

E-mail: gabriele@savannahSA.com 
_____________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 
2 October 2015 

 

Dear Stakeholder 

 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS 

EXPANSION OF THE EXISTING KOMSBERG MAIN TRANSMISSION SUBSTATION (MTS), NEAR 

SUTHERLAND, NORTHERN CAPE PROVINCE 

 

NOTIFICATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

 

 

Eskom Holdings SOC Ltd is proposing to expand the existing Komsberg Main Transmission 

Substation (MTS).  The expansion area (approximately 19.8ha), will fall within Portion 2 of 

the Farm Standvastigheid 210, property owned by Eskom, and is located next to and 

between the positions of the existing capacitor banks installation.  The existing 

infrastructure on site (e.g. capacitor banks) will form part of the proposed expanded 

substation footprint and some relocation of the existing infrastructure will take place.  The 

total footprint of the proposed expanded Komsberg MTS is likely to be approximately 440m 

x 450m. 

 

The proposed development entails the following: 

» Expansion of the Komsberg MTS to a total footprint of 19.8ha (440m x 450m); 

» Establishment of 400/132kV transformation and 132kV feeder bays for line 

connections;  

» Relocation of capacitor banks; and 

» The upgrading of the existing access road into the substation.  

 

The Komsberg MTS is located approximately 30km north of Matjiesfontein and 50km south 

of Sutherland within the Karoo Hoogland Local Municipality, Northern Cape Province.  The 

following property forms part of the application for the proposed expansion of the 

Komsberg MTS. 

 

 

BASIC ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

 

In terms of the EIA Regulations published in terms of Section 24(5) of the National 

Environmental Management Act (NEMA, Act No. 107 of 1998), Eskom requires 

environmental authorisation from the National Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA) 

in consultation with the Northern Cape Department of Environment and Nature 

Conservation (DENC) for the expansion of the Komsberg MTS. 

 



 

 

 

In terms of sections 24(5) of NEMA, the EIA Regulations, 2014 of GN R982, GN R983 and 

GN R985; a Basic Assessment is required to be undertaken for this proposed project.  The 

application will be registered with the National DEA and the reference number made known 

to stakeholders in due process. 

 

Savannah Environmental has been appointed as the independent environmental 

consultant to undertake the required Basic Assessment to identify and assess all the 

potential environmental impacts associated with the proposed project, and propose 

appropriate mitigation and management measures in an Environmental Management 

Programme (EMPr).  As part of these environmental studies, Interested and Affected 

(I&APs) will be actively involved through the public involvement process. 

 

You and/or the organisation which you represent has been identified as an I&AP for the 

proposed project.  Should you have an interest in this project, please register yourself as 

an I&AP and note your formal comments by sending written correspondence in this regard.  

By registering on the project database, you will receive all information relating to the 

project and will be provided with an opportunity to provide comment and input into the 

Basic Assessment process. 

 

AVAILABILITY OF A BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORT FOR REVIEW  

 

In accordance with the EIA Regulations, a Basic Assessment will be available for review 

and comment by I&APs and stakeholders.  You will be informed of the review period which 

will occur in October 2015.  Comments can be made as written submission via fax, post or 

email.  

 

Please do not hesitate to contact us should you require additional information and/or 

clarification regarding the proposed project.   

 

Our team welcomes your participation and looks forward to your involvement throughout 

this process. 

 

Kind Regards 

 

MRS GABRIELE WOOD 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND SOCIAL CONSULTANT 

SAVANNAH ENVIRONMENTAL 

 

(not signed, sent via email) 
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From the desk of Gabriele Wood 

E-mail: gabriele@savannahSA.com 
_____________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 
27 November 2015 

 

 

Dear Stakeholder 

 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS 

EXPANSION OF THE EXISTING KOMSBERG MAIN TRANSMISSION SUBSTATION (MTS), NEAR 

SUTHERLAND, NORTHERN CAPE PROVINCE 

 

NOTIFICATION OF EXTERNAL PEER REVIEW 

 

The Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) process undertaken for the expansion of the 

existing Komsberg Main Transmission Substation (MTS), near Sutherland in the Northern 

Cape Province has reference.  Further to the correspondence dated 13 October 2015, 

registered Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) are hereby notified that the Ecological 

Assessments conducted by Savannah Environmental have been peer reviewed by an 

external ecologist.  The opinion provided by the external ecologist and the updated 

Ecological Assessment is available for review from 27 November 2015 – 18 January 

2016.  I&APs are invited to review the opinion and updated Ecological Assessment on the 

website www.savannahsa.com/projects.  

 

Please could you kindly submit your formal comments by sending written correspondence 

in this regard.  All comments received will be included in the Basic Assessment Report 

which will be submitted to the DEA.  Comments can be made as written submission of fax, 

post or email.   

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any queries in this regard. 

 

Kind Regards 

 

MRS GABRIELE WOOD 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND SOCIAL CONSULTANT 

SAVANNAH ENVIRONMENTAL 

 

 

 



 

 

 



EIA PROCESS - EXPANSION OF THE EXISTING KOMSBERG MAIN
TRANSMISSION SUBSTATION (MTS), NEAR SUTHERLAND, NORTHERN
CAPE PROVINCE - NOTIFICATION OF EXTERNAL PEER REVIEW

Assigned to:

Teams: Global Project: Komsberg Substation Expansion, NC

From: Gabriele Wood <gabriele@savannahsa.com> 

To:

Cc:

Bcc: Samantha Ralston <energy@birdlife.org.za>, Brian Fisher <bfisher@ncpg.gov.za>, Francois
Daniel Conradie <fdconradie@roggeveld.co.za>, Adrian Tiplady <atiplady@ska.ac.za>,
Simon Gear <advocacy@birdlife.org.za>, Chris Fortuin <chrisf@namakwa-dm.gov.za>,
Colene Runkel <runkelc@nra.co.za>, Peter Cloete <peter.denc87@gmail.com>, Leonard
Shaw <shawls@telkom.co.za>, Shaun Cloete <cloetes@dwa.gov.za>, John Geeringh
<john.geeringh@eskom.co.za>, Jannie Loubser <janniel@namakwa-dm.gov.za>, Ratha
Andrew Timothy <ratha.timothy@gmail.com>, Gustav Von Mollendorf
<kmh.municipalmanager@gmail.com>, Immanuel Smith <ismith@namakwa-dm.gov.za>,
John Roberts <robertsj@dws.gov.za>, Mashudu Ranwedzi <ranwedzim@dwa.gov.za>,
Jasper Nieuwoudt <jasper.nieuwoudt@dmr.gov.za>, Allistar Gibbons
<allistar.gibbons@gmail.com>, Johan Koegelenberg <koegelenbergj@sentech.co.za>, JC
van der Walt <lemmetjiesc@nra.org.za>, Douglas Joseph Calldo <ecalldo@telkomsa.net>,
Ramotholo Sefako <rrs@saao.ac.za>, Elsebe Swart <elsabe.dtec@gmail.com>, Pheladi
Masipa <pheladi.masipa@energy.gov.za>, Kholikile Nogwili <lucindavanwyk@ncpg.gov.za>,
René de Kock <dekockr@nra.co.za> 

Subject: EIA PROCESS - EXPANSION OF THE EXISTING KOMSBERG MAIN TRANSMISSION
SUBSTATION (MTS), NEAR SUTHERLAND, NORTHERN CAPE PROVINCE -
NOTIFICATION OF EXTERNAL PEER REVIEW 

Body: Dear Stakeholder

The Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) process undertaken for the expansion of the
existing Komsberg Main Transmission Substation (MTS), near Sutherland in the Northern
Cape Province has reference.   Further  to  the correspondence dated 13 October  2015,
registered Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) are hereby notified that the Ecological
Assessments  conducted  by  Savannah  Environmental  have  been  peer  reviewed  by  an
external  ecologist.   The  opinion  provided  by  the  external  ecologist  and  the  updated
Ecological Assessment is available for review.  Kindly refer to the attached notification letter
in this regard.

Kind regards
Mrs Gabriele Wood

Public Participation and Social Consultant
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